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FIREARMS FACTS UPDATE





RCMP SAY THEY HAVE NO INFORMATION ON WHY 


70-YEARS OF REGISTERING HANDGUNS HASN’T WORKED 


OR ON TWO OTHER SOURCES OF CRIME GUNS 





December 15, 2004 – BREITKREUZ ATI REQUEST TO THE RCMP





On page 23 of the National Police Service 2004 Annual Report on Organized Crime in Canada it states:


the problem of illicit firearms and violence is particularly concentrated in urban centres;


In these centres, gangs increasingly possess illicit firearms, particularly handguns;


“intelligence and investigations confirm that the illicit firearms market in Canada is supplied predominately from two sources: firearms smuggled from the U.S. and firearms stolen from either private residences or commercial venues in Canada;


Legal collectors have sometimes been the victims of either random or deliberately targeted robberies for their firearms;


other less significant sources that also supply the illicit firearms market in Canada.  These include: firearms diverted from legitimate commercial firearms market, firearm parts acquired legally or illegally which are reassembled into functioning firearms, firearms that have been declared deactivated, but are easily reactivated and firearms that have been wrongly declared deactivated but remain fully functional.





Please provide copies of reports, documents and correspondence that would: 


(1) Provide evidence of the accuracy of each of these statements and the magnitude of each of these problems; (2) Provide explanations as to why 70 years of registering handguns in Canada has  “increasingly” failed to keep illicit handguns out of the hands of criminals ; (3) Provide explanations why the theft of firearms from the police and the military are not included as sources of illicit firearms; and (4) Provide information about the capability of criminals to illegally manufacture their own firearms. 





May   4, 2005 – BREITKREUZ FILED DELAY COMPLAINT





May 11, 2005 – RCMP SEPARATE ATI REQUESTS AND $5 FEE FOR


   ITEMS (2), (3) AND (4) OF BREITKREUZ’S REQUEST





May 13, 2005 – BREITKREUZ PAYS $15 IN EXTRA FEES AS REQUESTED





May 20, 2005 – RCMP LETTER ADVISING OF AN EXTENSION





June 15, 2005 – NO RECORD REPLY FROM RCMP – File: GA-3951-03-01243/05


This is in response to your request seeking access to copies of reports, documents and correspondence that would provide explanations as to why 70 years of registering handguns in Canada has “increasingly” failed to keep illicit handguns out of the hands of criminals.  Based on the information provided, a search for records was conducted in Ottawa, Ontario.  Please be advised that we were unable to locate any information (explanations) relating to your request.





June 15, 2005 – NO RECORD REPLY FROM RCMP – File: GA-3951-03-01244/05


This is in response to your request seeking access to copies of reports, documents and correspondence that would provide explanations why the theft of firearms from the police and the military are not included as sources of illicit firearms.  Based on the information provided, a search for records was conducted in Ottawa, Ontario.  Please be advised that we were unable to locate any information (explanations) relating to your request


									…continued on Page 2
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June 15, 2005 – NO RECORD REPLY FROM RCMP – File: GA-3951-03-01245/05


This is in response to your request seeking access to copies of reports, documents and correspondence that would provide information about the capability of criminals to illegally manufacture their own firearms. Based on the information provided, a search for records was conducted in Ottawa, Ontario.  Please be advised that we were unable to locate any information (explanations) relating to your request.





June 22, 2005 – BREITKREUZ’S COMPLAINT TO THE INFORMATION COMMISSIONER





Please find attached copies of our original ATI request dated December 15, 2004.  We have also attached copies of the following correspondence from the RCMP: (1) Letters splitting our request into four parts and demanding an additional $15.00 in fees (which we paid) for the three new requests they created; (2) Letter advising of the need for an extension for an indefinite period of time; and (3) Three no record replies, dated June 15, 2005, in response to three parts of our request.





We wish to complain about the need for the RCMP to split our request into four parts and about the assessment of additional fees to do what we think was unnecessary, especially in light of the fact that they must have already known they had no records for these parts of our request.  We also wish to complain about their imposition of an extension for an indefinite period of time – they have had since last December.  And finally, we wish to complain about the RCMP’s incredible claim that they have no information on points (2), (3) and (4), raised in our request.  Maybe, they store all their information about the futility of the gun registry and other sources of crime guns outside of Ottawa?





After 70 years of registering handguns, how can the RCMP not have any documents on the futility of gun registration for keeping illicit handguns out of the hands of criminals or even solving crime for that matter?  How can they claim no records when many of the firearms stolen from the police (including the RCMP) and the military are listed in CPIC and even the subject of media reports?  How can they claim to not have any information about the illegal manufacture of firearms by organized crime when biker gangs have their own gunsmiths and brag publicly about having the ability to make their own guns if necessary; when inmates make their own guns in prison; and when there are internet sites with instructions, for anyone to access, about how to make guns?





Covering up the truth about government policy failures (even 70-year-old ones) and neglecting to report all the sources of crime guns because they might be embarrassing to the police, the military and the government isn’t the way to solve the problem of access to weapons by criminals, especially organized ones.
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