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A COMPARISON OF VIOLENT AND FIREARM CRIME

RATES IN THE CANADIAN PRAIRIE PROVINCES AND

FOUR U.S. BORDER STATES, 1961-2003

INTRODUCTION

The article “A Statistical Comparison of Homicide Rates in the Prairie Provinces and Four American Border States, 1978-1992” (Morrison 1995) was released in January 1995.  The present report adapts the methodology used in Morrison’s study while updating the data to cover a longer period of time.  The discussion will focus on the data presented and the comparison of the selected states and provinces.  It should be noted, however, that this kind of comparative analysis generally allows for a low level of statistical inference.  Consequently, the link between the two variables – in this case, homicide and gun ownership – might be explained by other variables than gun ownership.  

One of the major difficulties in comparing crime rates is finding comparable statistics and comparable population samples.  This study begins by comparing homicide rates for the entire United States with homicide rates for the whole of Canada.  These variables are comparable and will be referred to as national homicide rates throughout the paper.  The analysis then turns to comparing homicide rates in Canada’s Prairie provinces and four American border states.

During 1961-2003, national homicide rates in the United States were consistently higher than national homicide rates in Canada, while for the same period homicide rates in the U.S. western border states were slightly lower than those of the Prairie provinces.  The relatively wide gap between national homicide rates in the two countries, and the smaller gap between the rates in the U.S. western border states and the Prairie provinces, may be an indication that the two sub-samples are more homogeneous and statistically more subject to comparison.  The sub-samples may also be interpreted as giving support to the assumption that crime does not necessarily increase with the availability of guns.  It is important to note, however, that many other variables can explain the incidence of homicides, and that two extreme cases are being compared.  The Prairie sub-sample’s average homicide rate is higher than Canada’s average national homicide rate (approximately 0.5 per 100,000 higher during the period), while the U.S. western states sub-sample is much lower than the United States’ average national homicide rate (approximately 5 per 100,000 points lower during the period).  Finally, average homicide trends in both U.S. western border states and Canadian Prairie provinces have been steadily falling since the mid-1970s.

Patterns of homicide in the United States and Canada were examined with a view to finding out whether the availability of firearms affects the homicide rate independently of the other social, demographic and economic factors in play.  If this is the case, then low-homicide areas, which generally have fewer social and economic problems but the same access to firearms, should have a higher proportion of their homicides by firearms.  This is not the case for the four border states. 

Finally, patterns of all violent and property crime rates, some of which involve guns and some of which do not, in the four border states and three Prairie provinces approximately match the pattern of homicides.  This observation suggests that the same factors, such as social and economic conditions, largely explain both violent and property crime – a finding that lends some support to Morrison’s hypothesis that gun availability does not increase crime.  

SOCIO-ECONOMIC FEATURES OF SELECTED

U.S. STATES AND CANADIAN PROVINCES

Minnesota, North Dakota, Montana and Idaho are mostly rural states and are, according to the chosen indicators, economically, socially and demographically comparable to the Prairie provinces of Canada (see Table 1).

Table 1:  Socio-economic Features of U.S. Northwestern Border

States and Canadian Prairie Provinces

	
	Population(1)
	Pop./

km2
	Education

(High School Diploma or Equivalent)(1,2)
	Av. Income(3)
	Most Important Employer by Industry
	Most Important Industry by GDP(4)

	Manitoba
	1,119,583
	4.4
	23%
	50,934
	1. HealthServices

2. Manufacturing

3. Retail Trade
	1. Finance

2. Manufacturing

3. Health Services

	Saskatchewan
	978,930
	1.5
	25%
	49,264
	1. Agriculture 

2. Health Services

3. Retail Trade
	1. Finance 

2. Mining

3. Agriculture

	Alberta
	2,974,807
	4.5
	25%
	60,142
	1. Retail Trade

2. Health Services

3. Manufacturing/

    Construction
	1. Finance

2. Mining

3. Manufacturing

	Idaho
	1,293,953
	9.7
	28%
	50,287
	1. Retail Trade

2. Manufacturing

3. Health Services


	1. Manufacturing

2. Real Estate

3. Health Services/ 

   Construction

	North Dakota
	642,200
	5.7
	28%


	47,765
	1. Health Services

2. Retail Trade

3. Accommodation     and Food Services
	1. Manufacturing

2. Real Estate

3. Finance



	Montana
	902,195
	3.8
	31%
	42,969
	1. Retail Trade

2. Health Services

3. Accommodation    and Food Services
	1. Real Estate

2. Health

3. Retail Trade

	Minnesota
	4,919,479
	35.3
	29%
	68,100
	1. Manufacturing

2. Health Services

3. Retail Trade
	1. Manufacturing

2. Health Services

3. Real Estate/

    Retail Trade

	Av. Prairie Provinces
	1.7 million
	3.4
	24%
	53,447
	Health Services

and Retail Trade
	Finance and Mining

	Av. Border States
	1.9 million
	13.6
	29%
	52,280
	Health Services

and Retail Trade
	Manufacturing and Real Estate


(1)
Canadian statistics are based on the 2001 Census.  American statistics are based on the 2000 Census.

(2)
Canadian statistics are based on population aged 20 and over.  American statistics are based on population aged 25 and over.

(3)
Based on the Purchasing Power Parity of Household in 2001 (US$0.80=C$1.00).

(4)
Based on 2003 data.
Source:  U.S. Census Bureau and Statistics Canada.

NATIONAL HOMICIDE RATES IN THE UNITED STATES

AND CANADA, 1961-2003

Governments, academics and journalists often express an interest in cross-national crime comparisons, particularly between Canada and the United States. This interest stems from the desire to discover causal explanations for crime and to develop more effective criminal justice and social policies (Archer and Gartner 1984; Howard, Newman, Pridemore 2000).

According to the Canadian Centre for Crime Statistics, there are seven comparable offences between the United States and Canada:  homicide, attempted murder/aggravated assault, robbery, breaking and entering, motor vehicle theft, other theft, and arson.(
)  It is therefore possible to compare homicide rates between the two countries (see Table 2).

Table 2:  American and Canadian Definitions

of Homicides Available at the Incident Level

	
	American Offences as Defined by the Uniform Crime Reporting Program
	Canadian Offences as Defined by the Criminal Code Handbook

	Homicide
	Homicide Murder and

Nonnegligent Manslaughter:  

The “willful (nonnegligent) killing of one human being by another” (FBI 1984, 6). The American category also includes justifiable homicide, which is the killing of a felon by a peace officer or private citizen. Although it is a reported offence, it is not counted as an actual homicide, and therefore does not appear in the homicide statistics.


	First Degree Murder:   “murder is First degree when it is planned and deliberate,” murder of a peace officer, while attempting to commit hijacking, sexual assault or kidnapping or sexual harassment; using explosives with criminal organization.

Second Degree:  “all murder that is not first degree”

Manslaughter:  “culpable homicide that would otherwise be murder” but “the person who committed it did so in the heat of passion caused by sudden provocation”; “culpable homicide that is not murder or infanticide is manslaughter”

Infanticide:  “a female person commits infanticide when by a willful act or omission she causes the death of her newly-born child.


Source:  Statistics Canada, Catalogue No. 85F0035XIE.

A comparison of police-reported crime rates between Canada and the United States for 2003 shows that the United States has much higher homicide rates than Canada.  In Canada, there were 547 homicides in 2003, resulting in a national rate of 1.73 homicides per 100,000 population.  By comparison, there were 16,575 homicides in the United States, resulting in a rate of 5.7, about three times higher than Canada’s.(
)  The difference between the two countries peaked in 1980, when the American rate was four times the Canadian rate.  Despite the difference in rates, trends in homicide between the two countries have been quite similar over the past 20 years.  Both countries have seen a decline in the number of homicides during the past decade, particularly in the United States.(
)
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Source:  Statistics Canada and FBI.

HOMICIDE RATES IN THE PRAIRIE PROVINCES

(MANITOBA, SASKATCHEWAN AND ALBERTA) AND FOUR

AMERICAN BORDER STATES (IDAHO, NORTH DAKOTA,

MONTANA AND MINNESOTA), 1961-2003

Except in 1985, the three Prairie provinces have consistently reported homicide rates above the Canadian national average. While all three provinces reported higher rates than the rest of Canada in 2003, Alberta (at 2.00 per 100,000 population) was lower than the previous year. On the other hand, Manitoba and Saskatchewan reported increases in their homicide rates. The number of homicides in Saskatchewan increased from 27 in 2002 to 41 in 2003, resulting in the highest rate (4.12) among the provinces and its highest rate since 1977 (see  the Appendix).

During 1961-2003, there was a general trend upwards in the homicide rate in the Prairies (see Figure 2).  However, the trend was significantly reversed over the 1975-2003 period (see Figure 3).  
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Source:  Statistics Canada and FBI.
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Source:  Statistics Canada and FBI.

On the other side, the northwestern states have consistently reported homicide rates below the U.S. national average. All four states reported lower rates than the rest of the United States in 2003.  Idaho’s rate (1.80) was lower than the previous year. On the other hand, the other states reported increases in their homicide rates.  The highest rate was in Montana (3.30) (see the Appendix).  During 1961-2003, Montana had the highest homicide rate, while North Dakota had the lowest.

It is difficult to find a general trend in these states during 1961-2003. Homicide rates in Montana and North Dakota remained relatively stable, while they went down in Idaho and up in Minnesota (see Figure 4).  Contrary to what happened in Canada, a significant negative trend does not appear in every state for the 1975-2003 period (see Figure 5).  Trends fell at the national level and in Idaho and Montana.
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Source:  FBI.
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Source:  FBI.

As in Morrison’s study, the four American states were treated as one single entity and the three Prairie provinces as another to “nullify the erratic effect of sampling from small populations.”

Although all homicide trends have been falling since the mid-1970s (see Figure 6), since 1966 there have been on average more homicides per capita in the Prairie provinces than in the northwestern border states (see Figure 7).  The gap is so small, however, that homicide rates in neighbouring American states and Prairie provinces are not significantly different.  Morrison argues that this finding contradicts the assumption that crime increases where guns are most readily available.  

Figure 6:  Homicide Rates in Northwestern States, Prairie

Provinces and Canada, 1975-2003 (per 100,000 inhabitants)
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Source:  Statistics Canada and FBI.
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Source:  Statistics Canada and FBI.

However, because this analysis is comparative and exploratory in nature, most analysts would find it difficult to draw an ironclad conclusion about the relationship between these two variables.  For a statistical inference to be valid, it must be supported by the construction of a statistical model that forms the basis for understanding the behaviour of such variables.  There is no perfect model that explains homicides, because this variable depends on a number of socio-economic factors, some of which are difficult to measure. 

It is possible, however, to study the patterns of homicide and other crimes in the United States and Canada in order to underline the structure of homicide and crime and its possible link to gun policy.  More specifically, patterns of homicide and urban violence shed a different light on the issues that Morrison addresses, while other crime patterns in both countries lend support to them.

PATTERNS OF HOMICIDE IN THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA

Cities in the United States can be dangerous places.  The U.S. Bureau of Justice Statistics reports that, between 1976 and 2002, over half of the homicides occurred in cities with a population of over 100,000 and almost one-quarter of the homicides occurred in cities with a population of over one million.  City homicide rates were the main source of variation in the national U.S. homicide rate over this period, with the recent decline in large-city homicide rates being responsible for overall U.S. homicide rates returning to a level close to those of the 1950s.  Murders involving drugs or gangs tended to occur in large cities.  The majority of homicides in smaller U.S. cities, the suburbs and rural areas were of family members or related to work.  

In Canada, the statistical picture is quite different.  According to Statistics Canada:  

Violent crime, particularly homicide, is often considered to be a phenomenon of large cities. However, historical Canadian data do not support this perception, as non-CMA areas typically report a homicide rate similar to those in census metropolitan areas (CMAs). In fact, in 2003, areas with less than 100,000 populations reported a combined rate (1.87) that was higher than Canada’s CMAs as a whole (1.66).(
)
Table 3 shows how the homicide rate varied by city size in Canada and the United States between 1993 and 2002.  For comparison, the national rate in Canada for this period was 1.9 homicides per 100,000 and 7.0 for the United States.

Table 3:  Average Homicide Rates per 100,000 for

Canadian and U.S. Cities by Size, Average 1993-2002

	City Size
	Canada
	U.S.

	100,000 - 249,999
	1.74
	 11.59

	250,000 - 499,999
	1.48
	19.04

	500,000 - 999,999
	1.91
	17.53

	One million and over
	2.10
	19.52


Source:
U.S. Bureau of Justice Statistics, file:  urbantab.csv.; Statistics Canada, Homicide in Canada, 2003, Table 3; Parliamentary Information and Research Service, Library of Parliament.

These differences in urban homicide rates between Canada and the United States suggest that attempts to compare, for example, the effectiveness of gun policy by contrasting apparently similar provinces and states face significant methodological problems.  The higher U.S. urban murder rates will affect the conclusions.

The American literature on crime points to many social, demographic and economic variables that might affect the level of homicide and crime in general.  Some of these factors are causal in nature, and some are statistical correlates.  A lack of economic opportunity could be approximated by unemployment and poverty rates.  Crime offenders are disproportionately concentrated among younger age groups.  Social values may be less well transmitted in families under stress.  In particular, the difficulties facing single-parent families, especially those headed by a female, may be substantial.  Drug dealing and gang activities can lead to an increase in the homicide rate.  Unfortunately, many of these factors correlate strongly with race in the United States.  Racial differences in crime exist in the United States, but this does not mean that race causes crime.  

The U.S. Bureau of Justice Statistics observes that blacks were six times more likely than whites to be murdered in 2002, and seven times more likely to commit homicide.(
)  Between 1976 and 2002, nearly two-thirds of offenders and victims in homicides involving drugs were black.  Proportionately, blacks are less often the victims of sex-related homicides, workplace killings, and homicide by poison.  

The U.S. Bureau of Justice Statistics aggregates the states into nine regions for statistical reporting purposes.  Table 4 shows the racial composition of these regions in 2003 and the average homicide rate computed from 1976 to 2002.  The four states analyzed by Morrison, Idaho, Minnesota, Montana and North Dakota, straddle the West North Central and Mountain regions, and have been entered separately in Table 4.   

Table 4:  Racial Composition and Average Homicide Rate by U.S. Regions

	Geographic Area*
	White Alone
	Black Alone
	Other
	Average Homicide Rate

per 100,000

	New England
	89.1%
	6.1%
	4.8%
	3.4

	Middle Atlantic
	78.4%
	14.8%
	6.8%
	7.7

	East North Central
	83.9%
	12.1%
	3.9%
	7.5

	West North Central
	89.5%
	6.0%
	4.5%
	4.6

	South Atlantic
	74.0%
	21.8%
	4.2%
	9.7

	East South Central
	77.3%
	20.4%
	2.2%
	9.6

	West South Central
	80.2%
	14.5%
	5.4%
	11.4

	Mountain
	89.2%
	3.2%
	7.6%
	6.7

	Pacific
	78.1%
	5.9%
	16.0%
	9.0

	United States
	80.5%
	12.8%
	6.7%
	8.2

	Four Border States
	91.4%
	2.7%
	5.9%
	2.7


Source:
U.S. Census Bureau, Annual Estimates of the Population by Race Alone and Hispanic or Latino Origin for the United States and States:  July 1, 2003, Table 4 (SC-EST2003-04); U.S. Bureau of Justice Statistics, Homicide Trends in the United States. 

*In detail, these regions are:  

New England:
Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Vermont

Middle Atlantic:
New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania

East North Central:
Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Ohio, Wisconsin

West North Central:
Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, South Dakota

South Atlantic:
Delaware, District of Columbia, Florida, Georgia, Maryland, North Carolina, South Carolina, Virginia, West Virginia

East South Central:
Alabama, Kentucky, Mississippi, Tennessee

West South Central:
Arkansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma, Texas

Mountain:
Arizona, Colorado, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, Utah, Wyoming

Pacific:
Alaska, California, Hawaii, Oregon, Washington

Table 4 shows that racial composition is strongly but not perfectly correlated with the homicide rate.  New England has the lowest homicide rate among the U.S. Bureau of Justice Statistics regions, but a higher proportion of blacks than three other regions.  The West South Central region of Arkansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma, and Texas has the highest homicide rate, but three regions have higher proportions of blacks.  The four border states have the highest proportion of whites, the lowest proportion of blacks and the lowest homicide rate.  

The U.S. Federal Bureau of Investigation collects information on the methods used to commit homicide.  Table 5 summarizes some of the data.  For comparison:  in Canada during 2003, 29% of homicide victims were shot to death, and a handgun was used in 68% of these cases.  In the United States, handguns are used in 78% of gun homicides.

Table 5:  Homicide by Type of Weapon in Four Border

States 2003, and the United States, 1999-2003

	Area
	Total
	Firearms
	Other Methods

	
	
	Total
	Handguns
	Other
	

	Idaho
	25
	13
	10
	3
	12

	Minnesota
	121
	72
	60
	12
	49

	Montana
	21
	15
	6
	9
	6

	North Dakota
	9
	8
	6
	2
	1

	Four Border States Total
	176
	108
	82
	26
	68

	Percentage
	100.0%
	61.4%
	46.6%
	14.8%
	38.6%

	U.S. 1999-2003

	Average
	13,795
	9,039
	7,072
	1,967
	4,755

	Percentage
	100.0%
	65.5%
	51.3%
	14.3%
	34.5%


Source:
Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime in the United States – 2003, Offense Tabulations Tables 2.9 and 20.

Some care should be taken in analyzing the individual states data because of incomplete coverage.  In particular, only 70% of homicides in Montana and 75% of those in North Dakota are tabulated here.  

Table 5 shows that, in the four border states, 61.4% of homicides in 2003 were committed with a firearm.  This is slightly lower than the U.S. average figure of 65.5%.  The U.S. national homicide rate averaged over twice that in the four border states during 1976-2002, which is quite a substantial difference.  Taken together, these numbers illuminate the issue Morrison addresses from a different viewpoint.  If the availability of firearms affects the homicide rate independently of the other social, demographic and economic factors in play, then low-homicide areas, which have fewer social and economic problems but the same access to firearms, should have a higher proportion of firearm homicides.  This is not the case for the four border states.  Any conclusion based on just four states for one year must be tentative, but there is support for the argument that the availability of firearms does not significantly influence the homicide rate, although it may influence the choice of method.  

PATTERNS OF OTHER CRIMES IN

THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA

Morrison chose the four U.S. border states to compare to the Canadian Prairie provinces because they are most rural and are economically, socially and demographically very similar.  Some further light on how similar these two areas are can be gathered from looking at the incidence of other violent and property crimes.  

The U.S. Federal Bureau of Investigation coordinates the Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) Program, in which over 17,000 city, county and state law enforcement agencies forward standardized data on crimes that have been reported to them.  The program covers over 90% of the U.S. population.  The FBI estimates missing data.  

Over four-fifths of Americans live in Metropolitan Statistical Areas.  The U.S. Census Bureau defines these areas as including a principal city or urbanized area with at least 50,000 inhabitants and surrounding areas that are highly integrated with the principal city by commuting.  Almost 7% of Americans live in smaller cities outside Metropolitan Statistical Areas, and 10% live in nonmetropolitan counties, which are rural and mostly unincorporated areas.  

The four U.S. northwestern border states are decidedly less urban and more rural than the U.S. average.  Using the U.S. Census Bureau definition, the proportions living in nonmetropolitan counties are:

	Idaho
	21.1%

	Minnesota
	16.9%

	Montana
	45.3%

	North Dakota
	32.5%

	United States
	10.4%


Violent crimes, in the U.S. UCR definition, involve force or threat of force.  U.S. violent crime is made up of murder and nonnegligent manslaughter, forcible rape, robbery, and aggravated assault.  Property crime includes the offences of burglary, larceny-theft, motor vehicle theft, and arson.  Burglary and larceny-theft involve the taking of money or property without force or the threat of force against the victim.  Arson is not well recorded by the FBI system and is omitted.  U.S. violent and property crime rates for 2003 are shown in Table 6, broken down by community type.  Statistics for infrequent crimes tend to be very volatile, and Table 7 shows the data for two years, 2002 and 2003, with the percentage change, which is partly an indicator of excessive statistical variation.  In particular, the murder data and the related breakdowns by community type should be treated with some caution.  

Overall, the four border states had lower statewide rates of violent and property crime.  The United States recorded 475 violent crimes per 100,000, a rate approximately seven times that in North Dakota.  Of the four states, Montana had the highest rate of violent crime, which was three-quarters of the national average.  Minnesota and Montana had property crime rates that were about 86% of the national average.  North Dakota had a property crime rate that was less than 60% of the national rate.

Although North Dakota and Montana lie next to each other, they present quite a contrast in crime patterns.  In all categories of violent and property crime, the state total for North Dakota was the lowest.  On the other hand, Montana had property crime rates that were approximately 50% higher than North Dakota and the highest violent crime rate of the four states.  

The general pattern in the United States is that the violent crime rate is highest in Metropolitan Statistical Areas and lowest in nonmetropolitan counties, except for forcible rape, which is highest in cities outside metropolitan areas.  Idaho and Minnesota follow the general pattern, but in Montana and North Dakota violent crime rates are highest in cities outside metropolitan areas.  Nationally in the United States, property crime is relatively more frequent in cities outside metropolitan areas.  This pattern is not followed by Montana, which has a marginally higher property crime rate in Metropolitan Statistical Areas.  

Table 6:  U.S. Violent and Property Crime Rates per 100,000 by Area, 2003
	Area
	Population
	Violent Crime
	Violent Crime
	Property
Crime
	Property Crime

	
	
	
	Murder and Nonnegligent Manslaughter
	Forcible
Rape
	Robbery
	Aggravated
Assault
	
	Burglary
	Larceny-
Theft
	Motor
Vehicle
Theft

	IDAHO 

	Metropolitan Statistical Area
	864,948
	274.0
	2.0
	46.8
	22.5
	202.7
	3,319.9
	618.8
	2,481.1
	220.0

	Cities outside metropolitan areas
	212,578
	236.1
	0.0
	24.9
	17.9
	193.3
	3,402.5
	683.0
	2,541.7
	177.8

	Nonmetropolitan counties
	288,806
	153.7
	2.8
	17.3
	3.8
	129.8
	1,313.7
	341.8
	858.4
	113.6

	State Total/Average
	1,366,332
	242.7
	1.8
	37.2
	17.9
	185.8
	2,908.7
	570.2
	2,147.5
	190.9

	MINNESOTA 

	Metropolitan Statistical Area
	3,654,803
	309.6
	2.9
	42.3
	102.8
	161.7
	3,382.0
	556.7
	2,509.7
	315.6

	Cities outside metropolitan areas
	548,339
	198.1
	1.6
	50.5
	18.8
	127.1
	3,603.6
	512.6
	2,907.1
	183.8

	Nonmetropolitan counties
	856,233
	103.6
	1.6
	30.5
	5.1
	66.3
	1,673.0
	530.0
	1,001.0
	142.0

	State Total/Average
	5,059,375
	262.6
	2.5
	41.2
	77.2
	141.8
	3,116.8
	547.4
	2,297.4
	272.0

	MONTANA 

	Metropolitan Statistical Area
	321,651
	321.2
	4.0
	19.6
	69.6
	227.9
	4,333.6
	527.9
	3,515.9
	289.8

	Cities outside metropolitan areas
	180,244
	514.3
	3.3
	44.4
	24.4
	442.2
	4,314.7
	437.7
	3,642.3
	234.7

	Nonmetropolitan counties
	415,726
	334.6
	2.6
	24.8
	7.2
	300.0
	1,614.5
	297.1
	1,184.9
	132.5

	State Total/Average
	917,621
	365.2
	3.3
	26.8
	32.5
	302.6
	3,098.0
	405.6
	2,484.7
	207.7

	NORTH DAKOTA

	Metropolitan Statistical Area
	286,263
	88.7
	1.0
	25.5
	9.8
	52.4
	2,596.2
	365.7
	2,048.5
	182.0

	Cities outside metropolitan areas
	141,733
	117.8
	4.9
	43.0
	13.4
	56.4
	2,964.0
	356.3
	2,356.5
	251.2

	Nonmetropolitan counties
	205,841
	35.0
	1.0
	8.3
	1.9
	23.8
	803.0
	189.0
	516.4
	97.6

	State Total/Average
	633,837
	77.8
	1.9
	23.8
	8.0
	44.0
	2,096.1
	306.2
	1,619.8
	170.1

	UNITED STATES

	Metropolitan Statistical Areas
	240,773,811
	516.8
	6.1
	32.8
	164.8
	313.1
	3,783.0
	757.7
	2,534.3
	491.0

	Cities outside metropolitan areas
	19,753,338
	385.0
	3.8
	38.2
	60.0
	283.0
	4,147.5
	815.8
	3,132.2
	199.5

	Nonmetropolitan counties
	30,282,628
	201.5
	3.5
	23.2
	15.8
	159.0
	1,677.1
	554.9
	993.6
	128.6

	United States Total/Average
	290,809,777
	475.0
	5.7
	32.1
	142.2
	295.0
	3,588.4
	740.5
	2,414.5
	433.4


Source:  Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime in the United States – 2003, Offense Tabulations Table 5.

Table 7:  U.S. Violent and Property Crime Incidents by Area, 2002 and 2003

	Area
	Violent Crime
	Violent Crime
	Property Crime
	Property Crime

	
	
	Murder and Nonnegligent Manslaughter
	Forcible Rape
	Robbery
	Aggravated Assault
	
	Burglary
	Larceny-Theft
	Motor Vehicle Theft

	IDAHO

	2002
	3,419
	36
	497
	240
	2,646
	39,128
	7,441
	29,060
	2,627

	2003
	3,316
	25
	508
	244
	2,539
	39,742
	7,791
	29,342
	2,609

	% Change
	-3.0
	-30.6
	2.2
	1.7
	-4.0
	1.6
	4.7
	1.0
	-0.7

	MINNESOTA

	2002
	13,428
	112
	2,273
	3,937
	7,106
	164,026
	28,034
	122,150
	13,842

	2003
	13,288
	128
	2,083
	3,904
	7,173
	157,691
	27,696
	116,236
	13,759

	% Change
	-1.0
	14.3
	-8.4
	-0.8
	0.9
	-3.9
	-1.2
	-4.8
	-0.6

	MONTANA
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2002
	3,197
	16
	237
	283
	2,661
	28,751
	3,289
	23,679
	1,783

	2003
	3,351
	30
	246
	298
	2,777
	28,428
	3,722
	22,800
	1,906

	% Change
	4.8
	87.5
	3.8
	5.3
	4.4
	-1.1
	13.2
	-3.7
	6.9

	NORTH DAKOTA

	2002
	496
	5
	163
	58
	270
	14,762
	2,243
	11,501
	1,018

	2003
	493
	12
	151
	51
	279
	13,286
	1,941
	10,267
	1,078

	% Change
	-0.6
	140.0
	-7.4
	-12.1
	3.3
	-10.0
	-13.5
	-10.7
	5.9

	UNITED STATES

	2002
	1,423,677
	16,229
	95,235
	420,806
	891,407
	10,455,277
	2,151,252
	7,057,379
	1,246,646

	2003
	1,381,259
	16,503
	93,433
	413,402
	857,921
	10,435,523
	2,153,464
	7,021,588
	1,260,471

	% Change
	-3.0
	1.7
	-1.9
	-1.8
	-3.8
	-0.2
	0.1
	-0.5
	1.1


Source:  Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime in the United States – 2003, Offense Tabulations Table 4.

Statistics Canada does not publish the Canadian UCR crime data in the same format as the FBI does.  Table 8 shows the violent and property crime rates for the three Prairie provinces and their larger cities.  Crimes are defined according to Canadian law, and may differ from U.S. definitions.  City population figures are based on policing areas.  

Saskatchewan had a violent crime rate over twice the national average, Manitoba was nearly 70% over the national rate, but Alberta had a rate only 14% above.  The Prairie provinces also had property crime rates that were above the national rate, although the differences were not as pronounced as for violent crime.  Saskatchewan had a property crime rate 50% over the national rate, Manitoba was 35% over the national rate, and Alberta was 25% above the national rate.  

The larger Prairie cities had violent crime rates below the remainder of their provinces, but property crime rates were higher in these cities, except for Calgary.  Statistics Canada has analyzed the differences between U.S. and Canadian UCR crime definitions and how the crimes are counted, and has found that crimes of robbery can be readily compared.  The national U.S. rate was 142 per 100,000, compared to a figure of 90 in Canada.  However, the Prairie provinces had robbery rates above the Canadian national average, while the four border states had robbery rates significantly below the U.S. national average.  Thus Alberta, the Prairie province with the lowest robbery rate of 102 per 100,000, had relatively more robberies than the border state with the highest rate, which was Minnesota at 77 per 100,000.

The Canadian crime of breaking and entering is very close to the U.S. crime of burglary.  The national U.S. rate was 740.5 per 100,000, compared to a figure of 899 in Canada.  As in the case of robbery, the Prairie provinces had breaking and entering rates that were above the national average, while the four border states had burglary rates below the U.S. national average.  The worst Canadian Prairie rate was 1,737 in Saskatchewan – over three times the worst rate in the four border states, which was 570 in Idaho.  

Other theft in Canada and larceny-theft in the United States are comparable.  The national U.S. rate was 2,414.5 per 100,000, compared to a figure of 2,284 in Canada.  However, the Prairie provinces had rates that were above the national average, whereas three of the four border states had robbery rates below the U.S. national average.  (Montana was just above the national rate.)  The worst Canadian rate, Saskatchewan, was over one-third higher than that in Montana.  

Table 8:  Selected Criminal Code Incident Rates per 100,000, Prairie Provinces and Canada, 2003
	
	Population
	Violent Crime
	Violent Crime
	Property Crime
	Property Crime

	
	
	
	Homicide
	Assault
	Sexual Assault
	Robbery
	
	Breaking and Entering
	Other Theft
	Motor Vehicle Theft

	MANITOBA

	Winnipeg
	688,746
	1,242
	2.6
	846
	107
	235
	6,447
	1,162
	3,521
	1,493

	Provincial Total
	1,162,776
	1,626
	3.7
	1,275
	129
	151
	5,581
	1,215
	2,962
	1,111

	SASKATCHEWAN

	Saskatoon
	241,391
	1,718
	3.3
	-
	-
	-
	7,975
	-
	-
	-

	Regina
	197,734
	1,578
	5.1
	-
	-
	-
	8,699
	-
	-
	-

	Provincial Total
	994,843
	2,057
	4.1
	1,676
	139
	143
	6,613
	1,737
	3,447
	780

	ALBERTA

	Calgary
	1,023,666
	845
	1.1
	620
	54
	116
	4,429
	841
	2,510
	537

	Edmonton
	997,938
	934
	2.2
	641
	70
	162
	6,056
	1,020
	3,300
	951

	Provincial Total
	3,153,723
	1,100
	2.0
	863
	76
	102
	5,121
	973
	2,882
	662

	CANADA
	31,629,677
	963
	1.7
	746
	74
	90
	4,121
	899
	2,284
	541


  Source:  Statistics Canada, Crime Statistics in Canada, 2003, Tables 3, 4 and 5.
Motor vehicle theft is essentially the same crime in both countries.  The Canadian national rate was 25% above the U.S. rate, but the same pattern of higher crime rates in the Prairie provinces and lower rates in the four border states means that the rate in Manitoba was four times that in Montana.  

Aggravated assault is defined in the U.S. UCR as the intent to produce a severe injury accompanied by the use of a weapon or other means likely to produce death or great bodily harm.  In Canada, aggravated assault does not involve a weapon.  Assault with a weapon or causing bodily harm is a separate offence in Canada, as is attempted murder.  Statistics Canada recommends adding together these three Canadian offences to produce a measure equivalent to the U.S. FBI definition.  The offence of assault with a weapon or causing bodily harm accounts for over 90% this redefined category.  For the Prairie provinces, the rates per 100,000 in 2003 were:

Aggravated Assault Rate, 2003 – U.S. definition

	Manitoba
	312.2

	Saskatchewan
	377.1

	Alberta
	166.1

	Canada
	152.9


The U.S. national aggravated assault rate of 295 per 100,000 in 2003 was nearly twice the equivalent Canadian rate, but both Manitoba and Saskatchewan exceeded this level.  Among the four U.S. border states, only Montana had more aggravated assaults per capita than the national average.  The Alberta rate fell between that of Minnesota and Idaho.   

There were substantial differences in crime rates within the four border states and within the Prairie provinces.  North Dakota had very low rates for violent crimes, some of which involve firearms while some do not, and for property crimes which, by definition, do not involve the use of guns.  Within the four border states, Montana had the highest murder, aggravated assault and larceny-theft rates, but Minnesota had higher forcible rape, robbery and motor vehicle theft rates.  In the Prairie provinces, the picture is less mixed.  Alberta had the lowest crime rates for all offences, and Saskatchewan had the highest rates apart from motor vehicle theft, which was higher in Manitoba.  

In general, crime rates were lower in the four border states than in the three Prairie provinces, both for violent and for property crimes.  There was little overlap in the rankings, with Alberta having a lower theft rate.  

Overall, the pattern of all violent and property crime rates, some of which involve guns and some of which do not, in the four states and Prairie provinces in 2002 and 2003 approximately matches the pattern of homicides.  This observation suggests that the same factors, such as social and economic conditions, explain both violent and property crime, and lends some support to Morrison’s hypothesis that gun availability does not increase crime.  
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APPENDIX

Homicide Rates in the Prairie Provinces (Manitoba, Saskatchewan

and Alberta) and Four American Border States (Idaho, North Dakota,

Montana and Minnesota), 1961-2003

	
	Idaho
	Minnesota
	Montana
	North

Dakota
	Average

Northwestern

States
	Manitoba
	Saskatchewan
	Alberta
	Average Prairie

Provinces
	Canada
	U.S.

	1961
	2.00
	1.00
	2.50
	0.90
	1.60
	1.63
	1.51
	1.35
	1.50
	1.28
	4.80

	1962
	3.00
	0.90
	2.10
	1.20
	1.80
	2.03
	1.40
	1.31
	1.58
	1.43
	4.60

	1963
	2.50
	1.20
	2.00
	2.10
	1.95
	1.69
	0.86
	1.92
	1.49
	1.32
	4.60

	1964
	4.00
	1.40
	2.70
	0.90
	2.25
	1.67
	2.12
	1.75
	1.85
	1.31
	4.90

	1965
	2.00
	1.40
	1.70
	0.90
	1.50
	1.55
	1.58
	1.38
	1.50
	1.41
	5.10

	1966
	3.00
	2.20
	2.80
	1.80
	2.45
	1.77
	1.26
	1.85
	1.63
	1.25
	5.60

	1967
	4.30
	1.60
	2.40
	0.20
	2.13
	1.56
	2.61
	2.55
	2.24
	1.66
	6.20

	1968
	2.30
	2.20
	3.30
	1.10
	2.23
	2.88
	2.40
	1.64
	2.31
	1.81
	6.90

	1969
	1.90
	1.90
	3.60
	0.20
	1.90
	2.86
	3.44
	1.48
	2.59
	1.86
	7.30

	1970
	4.60
	2.00
	3.20
	0.50
	2.58
	2.95
	2.55
	2.63
	2.71
	2.19
	7.90

	1971
	3.30
	2.40
	4.40
	1.30
	2.85
	3.30
	3.11
	2.70
	3.04
	2.15
	8.60

	1972
	3.80
	2.40
	2.50
	1.30
	2.50
	3.59
	3.04
	2.18
	2.94
	2.34
	9.00

	1973
	2.60
	2.70
	6.00
	0.80
	3.03
	3.77
	2.52
	2.09
	2.79
	2.43
	9.40

	1974
	5.60
	3.00
	4.20
	1.40
	3.55
	4.12
	3.41
	2.51
	3.35
	2.63
	9.80

	1975
	5.20
	3.30
	5.20
	0.80
	3.63
	3.61
	3.92
	3.15
	3.56
	3.03
	9.60

	1976
	5.30
	2.30
	5.00
	1.40
	3.50
	3.00
	3.65
	3.64
	3.43
	2.85
	8.70

	1977
	5.50
	2.70
	5.40
	0.90
	3.63
	4.24
	4.87
	3.59
	4.23
	3.00
	8.80

	1978
	5.40
	2.00
	4.80
	1.20
	3.35
	3.75
	3.36
	4.15
	3.75
	2.76
	9.00

	1979
	5.40
	2.30
	4.20
	1.50
	3.35
	4.24
	3.75
	2.67
	3.55
	2.61
	9.80

	1980
	3.10
	2.60
	4.00
	1.20
	2.73
	3.00
	3.20
	2.51
	2.90
	2.41
	10.20

	1981
	4.50
	2.10
	3.40
	2.30
	3.08
	3.96
	2.97
	3.18
	3.37
	2.61
	9.80

	1982
	2.50
	2.30
	3.90
	0.70
	2.35
	3.34
	3.95
	2.96
	3.42
	2.66
	9.10

	1983
	3.50
	1.70
	3.70
	2.10
	2.75
	3.77
	3.29
	3.14
	3.40
	2.69
	8.30

	1984
	3.40
	1.60
	4.40
	1.20
	2.65
	4.01
	2.95
	2.26
	3.07
	2.60
	7.90

	1985
	2.20
	2.10
	5.80
	1.00
	2.78
	2.40
	2.73
	2.62
	2.58
	2.72
	8.00

	1986
	3.20
	2.50
	2.90
	1.00
	2.40
	4.31
	2.53
	2.63
	3.16
	2.18
	8.60

	1987
	3.10
	2.60
	4.10
	1.50
	2.83
	4.01
	2.90
	3.00
	3.30
	2.43
	8.30

	1988
	3.60
	2.90
	2.60
	1.80
	2.73
	2.81
	2.24
	2.69
	2.58
	2.15
	8.50

	1989
	2.60
	2.50
	2.90
	0.60
	2.15
	3.90
	2.16
	2.69
	2.92
	2.41
	8.70

	1990
	2.70
	2.70
	4.90
	0.80
	2.78
	3.53
	3.57
	2.91
	3.34
	2.38
	9.40

	1991
	1.80
	3.00
	2.60
	1.10
	2.13
	3.79
	2.09
	3.24
	3.04
	2.69
	9.80

	1992
	3.50
	3.30
	2.90
	1.90
	2.90
	2.61
	3.19
	3.49
	3.10
	2.58
	9.30

	1993
	2.90
	3.40
	3.00
	1.70
	2.75
	2.77
	2.98
	1.84
	2.53
	2.19
	9.50

	1994
	3.50
	3.20
	3.30
	0.20
	2.55
	2.58
	2.38
	2.44
	2.47
	2.06
	9.00

	1995
	4.10
	3.90
	3.00
	0.90
	2.98
	2.39
	2.07
	2.19
	2.22
	2.01
	8.20

	1996
	3.60
	3.60
	3.90
	2.20
	3.33
	3.97
	3.14
	1.91
	3.01
	2.14
	7.40

	1997
	3.20
	2.80
	4.80
	0.90
	2.93
	2.73
	2.46
	2.16
	2.45
	1.96
	6.80

	1998
	2.90
	2.60
	4.10
	1.10
	2.68
	2.90
	3.24
	2.21
	2.78
	1.85
	6.30

	1999
	2.00
	2.80
	2.60
	1.60
	2.25
	2.28
	1.28
	2.07
	1.88
	1.77
	5.70

	2000
	1.20
	3.10
	1.80
	0.60
	1.68
	2.61
	2.58
	1.96
	2.38
	1.78
	5.50

	2001
	2.30
	2.40
	3.80
	1.10
	2.40
	2.95
	2.70
	2.29
	2.65
	1.78
	5.60

	2002
	2.70
	2.20
	1.80
	0.80
	1.88
	3.12
	2.71
	2.25
	2.69
	1.86
	5.60

	2003
	1.80
	2.50
	3.30
	1.90
	2.38
	3.70
	4.12
	2.00
	3.27
	1.73
	5.70
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(�)	Statistics Canada, Catalogue No. 85F0035XIE.


(�)	Based on 2003 population estimates.


(�)	In Canada, the homicide rate has gradually declined since 1975, despite annual fluctuations.


(�)	Statistics Canada, Homicide in Canada, 2003, p. 4.


(�)	See � HYPERLINK "http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/homicide/race.htm" ��http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/homicide/race.htm�.
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Figure 4:  Homicide Rates in Idaho, Montana,
North Dakota and United States, 1961-2003

2

1

2.5

0.9

4.8

3

0.9

2.1

1.2

4.6

2.5

1.2

2

2.1

4.6

4

1.4

2.7

0.9

4.9

2

1.4

1.7

0.9

5.1

3

2.2

2.8

1.8

5.6

4.3

1.6

2.4

0.2

6.2

2.3

2.2

3.3

1.1

6.9

1.9

1.9

3.6

0.2

7.3

4.6

2

3.2

0.5

7.9

3.3

2.4

4.4

1.3

8.6

3.8

2.4

2.5

1.3

9

2.6

2.7

6

0.8

9.4

5.6

3

4.2

1.4

9.8

5.2

3.3

5.2

0.8

9.6

5.3

2.3

5

1.4

8.7

5.5

2.7

5.4

0.9

8.8

5.4

2

4.8

1.2

9

5.4

2.3

4.2

1.5

9.8

3.1

2.6

4

1.2

10.2

4.5

2.1

3.4

2.3

9.8

2.5

2.3

3.9

0.7

9.1

3.5

1.7

3.7

2.1

8.3

3.4

1.6

4.4

1.2

7.9

2.2

2.1

5.8

1

8

3.2

2.5

2.9

1

8.6

3.1

2.6

4.1

1.5

8.3

3.6

2.9

2.6

1.8

8.5

2.6

2.5

2.9

0.6

8.7

2.7

2.7

4.9

0.8

9.4

1.8

3

2.6

1.1

9.8

3.5

3.3

2.9

1.9

9.3

2.9

3.4

3

1.7

9.5

3.5

3.2

3.3

0.2

9

4.1

3.9

3

0.9

8.2

3.6

3.6

3.9

2.2

7.4

3.2

2.8

4.8

0.9

6.8

2.9

2.6

4.1

1.1

6.3

2

2.8

2.6

1.6

5.7

1.2

3.1

1.8

0.6

5.5

2.3

2.4

3.8

1.1

5.6

2.7

2.2

1.8

0.8

5.6

1.8

2.5

3.3

1.9

5.7




_1171774472.xls
Sheet2

		Homicide Rate per 100,000 inhabitants

				Idaho		Minnesota		Montana		North Dakota		Average Northwestern States		Manitoba		Saskatchewan		Alberta		Average Prairie Provinces		Canada		US

		1961		2.00		1.00		2.50		0.90		1.60		1.63		1.51		1.35		1.50		1.28		4.80		3.75				Growth States		Growth Prairie

		1962		3.00		0.90		2.10		1.20		1.80		2.03		1.40		1.31		1.58		1.43		4.60		3.2167832168				0.125		0.0556792873

		1963		2.50		1.20		2.00		2.10		1.95		1.69		0.86		1.92		1.49		1.32		4.60		3.4848484848				0.0833333333		-0.0569620253

		1964		4.00		1.40		2.70		0.90		2.25		1.67		2.12		1.75		1.85		1.31		4.90		3.7404580153				0.1538461538		0.2393736018

		1965		2.00		1.40		1.70		0.90		1.50		1.55		1.58		1.38		1.50		1.41		5.10		3.6170212766				-0.3333333333		-0.1859205776

		1966		3.00		2.20		2.80		1.80		2.45		1.77		1.26		1.85		1.63		1.25		5.60		4.48				0.6333333333		0.0820399113

		1967		4.30		1.60		2.40		0.20		2.13		1.56		2.61		2.55		2.24		1.66		6.20		3.734939759				-0.1326530612		0.3770491803

		1968		2.30		2.20		3.30		1.10		2.23		2.88		2.40		1.64		2.31		1.81		6.90		3.8121546961				0.0470588235		0.0297619048

		1969		1.90		1.90		3.60		0.20		1.90		2.86		3.44		1.48		2.59		1.86		7.30		3.9247311828				-0.1460674157		0.1242774566

		1970		4.60		2.00		3.20		0.50		2.58		2.95		2.55		2.63		2.71		2.19		7.90		3.6073059361				0.3552631579		0.0449871465

		1971		3.30		2.40		4.40		1.30		2.85		3.30		3.11		2.70		3.04		2.15		8.60		4				0.1067961165		0.1205412054

		1972		3.80		2.40		2.50		1.30		2.50		3.59		3.04		2.18		2.94		2.34		9.00		3.8461538462				-0.1228070175		-0.0329308452

		1973		2.60		2.70		6.00		0.80		3.03		3.77		2.52		2.09		2.79		2.43		9.40		3.8683127572				0.21		-0.0488081725

		1974		5.60		3.00		4.20		1.40		3.55		4.12		3.41		2.51		3.35		2.63		9.80		3.7262357414				0.173553719		0.1980906921

		1975		5.20		3.30		5.20		0.80		3.63		3.61		3.92		3.15		3.56		3.03		9.60		3.1683168317				0.0211267606		0.0637450199

		1976		5.30		2.30		5.00		1.40		3.50		3.00		3.65		3.64		3.43		2.85		8.70		3.0526315789				-0.0344827586		-0.0365168539

		1977		5.50		2.70		5.40		0.90		3.63		4.24		4.87		3.59		4.23		3.00		8.80		2.9333333333				0.0357142857		0.2342079689

		1978		5.40		2.00		4.80		1.20		3.35		3.75		3.36		4.15		3.75		2.76		9.00		3.2608695652				-0.075862069		-0.1133858268

		1979		5.40		2.30		4.20		1.50		3.35		4.24		3.75		2.67		3.55		2.61		9.80		3.754789272				1.32563943238825E-16		-0.053285968

		1980		3.10		2.60		4.00		1.20		2.73		3.00		3.20		2.51		2.90		2.41		10.20		4.2323651452				-0.1865671642		-0.1829268293

		1981		4.50		2.10		3.40		2.30		3.08		3.96		2.97		3.18		3.37		2.61		9.80		3.754789272				0.128440367		0.1607347876

		1982		2.50		2.30		3.90		0.70		2.35		3.34		3.95		2.96		3.42		2.66		9.10		3.4210526316		0.1772727273		-0.2357723577		0.0138476756

		1983		3.50		1.70		3.70		2.10		2.75		3.77		3.29		3.14		3.40		2.69		8.30		3.0855018587				0.170212766		-0.0048780488

		1984		3.40		1.60		4.40		1.20		2.65		4.01		2.95		2.26		3.07		2.60		7.90		3.0384615385				-0.0363636364		-0.0960784314

		1985		2.20		2.10		5.80		1.00		2.78		2.40		2.73		2.62		2.58		2.72		8.00		2.9411764706				0.0471698113		-0.1594360087

		1986		3.20		2.50		2.90		1.00		2.40		4.31		2.53		2.63		3.16		2.18		8.60		3.9449541284				-0.1351351351		0.2219354839

		1987		3.10		2.60		4.10		1.50		2.83		4.01		2.90		3.00		3.30		2.43		8.30		3.4156378601				0.1770833333		0.0464625132

		1988		3.60		2.90		2.60		1.80		2.73		2.81		2.24		2.69		2.58		2.15		8.50		3.9534883721				-0.0353982301		-0.2189707366

		1989		2.60		2.50		2.90		0.60		2.15		3.90		2.16		2.69		2.92		2.41		8.70		3.6099585062				-0.2110091743		0.1304909561

		1990		2.70		2.70		4.90		0.80		2.78		3.53		3.57		2.91		3.34		2.38		9.40		3.9495798319				0.2906976744		0.144

		1991		1.80		3.00		2.60		1.10		2.13		3.79		2.09		3.24		3.04		2.69		9.80		3.6431226766		0		-0.2342342342		-0.0889110889

		1992		3.50		3.30		2.90		1.90		2.90		2.61		3.19		3.49		3.10		2.58		9.30		3.6046511628		0.0537634409		0.3647058824		0.0186403509

		1993		2.90		3.40		3.00		1.70		2.75		2.77		2.98		1.84		2.53		2.19		9.50		4.3378995434		0.0315789474		-0.0517241379		-0.182992465

		1994		3.50		3.20		3.30		0.20		2.55		2.58		2.38		2.44		2.47		2.06		9.00		4.3689320388		0.0888888889		-0.0727272727		-0.0250329381

		1995		4.10		3.90		3.00		0.90		2.98		2.39		2.07		2.19		2.22		2.01		8.20		4.07960199		0.1951219512		0.1666666667		-0.1013513514

		1996		3.60		3.60		3.90		2.20		3.33		3.97		3.14		1.91		3.01		2.14		7.40		3.4579439252		0.3243243243		0.1176470588		0.3563909774

		1997		3.20		2.80		4.80		0.90		2.93		2.73		2.46		2.16		2.45		1.96		6.80		3.4693877551		0.4411764706		-0.1203007519		-0.1851441242

		1998		2.90		2.60		4.10		1.10		2.68		2.90		3.24		2.21		2.78		1.85		6.30		3.4054054054		0.5555555556		-0.0854700855		0.1360544218

		1999		2.00		2.80		2.60		1.60		2.25		2.28		1.28		2.07		1.88		1.77		5.70		3.2203389831		0.7192982456		-0.1588785047		-0.325748503

		2000		1.20		3.10		1.80		0.60		1.68		2.61		2.58		1.96		2.38		1.78		5.50		3.0898876404		0.7818181818		-0.2555555556		0.269982238

		2001		2.30		2.40		3.80		1.10		2.40		2.95		2.70		2.29		2.65		1.78		5.60		3.1460674157		0.75		0.4328358209		0.1104895105

		2002		2.70		2.20		1.80		0.80		1.88		3.12		2.71		2.25		2.69		1.86		5.60		3.0107526882		0.75		-0.21875		0.0176322418

		2003		1.80		2.50		3.30		1.90		2.38		3.70		4.12		2.00		3.27		1.73		5.70		3.2947976879		0.7192982456		0.2666666667		0.2153465347

		Average		2.73		2.96		3.27		1.20		2.54		3.00		2.75		2.35		2.70		2.06		7.41

												4.87								0.64

																								6.85
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Figure 7: Homicide Rates in Northwestern States, Prairie
Provinces and Canada, 1961-2003 (per 100,000 inhabitants)
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		Homicide Rate per 100,000 inhabitants

				Idaho		Minnesota		Montana		North Dakota		Average Northwestern States		Manitoba		Saskatchewan		Alberta		Average Prairie Provinces		Canada		US

		1961		2.00		1.00		2.50		0.90		1.60		1.63		1.51		1.35		1.50		1.28		4.80		3.75				Growth States		Growth Prairie

		1962		3.00		0.90		2.10		1.20		1.80		2.03		1.40		1.31		1.58		1.43		4.60		3.2167832168				0.125		0.0556792873

		1963		2.50		1.20		2.00		2.10		1.95		1.69		0.86		1.92		1.49		1.32		4.60		3.4848484848				0.0833333333		-0.0569620253

		1964		4.00		1.40		2.70		0.90		2.25		1.67		2.12		1.75		1.85		1.31		4.90		3.7404580153				0.1538461538		0.2393736018

		1965		2.00		1.40		1.70		0.90		1.50		1.55		1.58		1.38		1.50		1.41		5.10		3.6170212766				-0.3333333333		-0.1859205776

		1966		3.00		2.20		2.80		1.80		2.45		1.77		1.26		1.85		1.63		1.25		5.60		4.48				0.6333333333		0.0820399113

		1967		4.30		1.60		2.40		0.20		2.13		1.56		2.61		2.55		2.24		1.66		6.20		3.734939759				-0.1326530612		0.3770491803

		1968		2.30		2.20		3.30		1.10		2.23		2.88		2.40		1.64		2.31		1.81		6.90		3.8121546961				0.0470588235		0.0297619048

		1969		1.90		1.90		3.60		0.20		1.90		2.86		3.44		1.48		2.59		1.86		7.30		3.9247311828				-0.1460674157		0.1242774566

		1970		4.60		2.00		3.20		0.50		2.58		2.95		2.55		2.63		2.71		2.19		7.90		3.6073059361				0.3552631579		0.0449871465

		1971		3.30		2.40		4.40		1.30		2.85		3.30		3.11		2.70		3.04		2.15		8.60		4				0.1067961165		0.1205412054

		1972		3.80		2.40		2.50		1.30		2.50		3.59		3.04		2.18		2.94		2.34		9.00		3.8461538462				-0.1228070175		-0.0329308452
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Figure 5:  Homicide Rates in Idaho, Montana,
 North Dakota and United States, 1975-2003
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Sheet1

		Homicide Rate per 100,000 inhabitants

				Idaho		Minnesota		Montana		North Dakota		Average Northern Western States		Manitoba		Saskatchewan		Alberta		Average Prairie Provinces		Canada		US

		1961		2.00		1.00		2.50		0.90		1.60		1.63		1.51		1.35		1.50		1.28		4.80		3.75				Growth States		Growth Prairie

		1962		3.00		0.90		2.10		1.20		1.80		2.03		1.40		1.31		1.58		1.43		4.60		3.2167832168				0.125		0.0556792873

		1963		2.50		1.20		2.00		2.10		1.95		1.69		0.86		1.92		1.49		1.32		4.60		3.4848484848				0.0833333333		-0.0569620253

		1964		4.00		1.40		2.70		0.90		2.25		1.67		2.12		1.75		1.85		1.31		4.90		3.7404580153				0.1538461538		0.2393736018

		1965		2.00		1.40		1.70		0.90		1.50		1.55		1.58		1.38		1.50		1.41		5.10		3.6170212766				-0.3333333333		-0.1859205776

		1966		3.00		2.20		2.80		1.80		2.45		1.77		1.26		1.85		1.63		1.25		5.60		4.48				0.6333333333		0.0820399113

		1967		4.30		1.60		2.40		0.20		2.13		1.56		2.61		2.55		2.24		1.66		6.20		3.734939759				-0.1326530612		0.3770491803

		1968		2.30		2.20		3.30		1.10		2.23		2.88		2.40		1.64		2.31		1.81		6.90		3.8121546961				0.0470588235		0.0297619048

		1969		1.90		1.90		3.60		0.20		1.90		2.86		3.44		1.48		2.59		1.86		7.30		3.9247311828				-0.1460674157		0.1242774566

		1970		4.60		2.00		3.20		0.50		2.58		2.95		2.55		2.63		2.71		2.19		7.90		3.6073059361				0.3552631579		0.0449871465

		1971		3.30		2.40		4.40		1.30		2.85		3.30		3.11		2.70		3.04		2.15		8.60		4				0.1067961165		0.1205412054

		1972		3.80		2.40		2.50		1.30		2.50		3.59		3.04		2.18		2.94		2.34		9.00		3.8461538462				-0.1228070175		-0.0329308452

		1973		2.60		2.70		6.00		0.80		3.03		3.77		2.52		2.09		2.79		2.43		9.40		3.8683127572				0.21		-0.0488081725

		1974		5.60		3.00		4.20		1.40		3.55		4.12		3.41		2.51		3.35		2.63		9.80		3.7262357414				0.173553719		0.1980906921

		1975		5.20		3.30		5.20		0.80		3.63		3.61		3.92		3.15		3.56		3.03		9.60		3.1683168317				0.0211267606		0.0637450199

		1976		5.30		2.30		5.00		1.40		3.50		3.00		3.65		3.64		3.43		2.85		8.70		3.0526315789				-0.0344827586		-0.0365168539

		1977		5.50		2.70		5.40		0.90		3.63		4.24		4.87		3.59		4.23		3.00		8.80		2.9333333333				0.0357142857		0.2342079689

		1978		5.40		2.00		4.80		1.20		3.35		3.75		3.36		4.15		3.75		2.76		9.00		3.2608695652				-0.075862069		-0.1133858268

		1979		5.40		2.30		4.20		1.50		3.35		4.24		3.75		2.67		3.55		2.61		9.80		3.754789272				1.32563943238825E-16		-0.053285968

		1980		3.10		2.60		4.00		1.20		2.73		3.00		3.20		2.51		2.90		2.41		10.20		4.2323651452				-0.1865671642		-0.1829268293

		1981		4.50		2.10		3.40		2.30		3.08		3.96		2.97		3.18		3.37		2.61		9.80		3.754789272				0.128440367		0.1607347876

		1982		2.50		2.30		3.90		0.70		2.35		3.34		3.95		2.96		3.42		2.66		9.10		3.4210526316		0.1772727273		-0.2357723577		0.0138476756

		1983		3.50		1.70		3.70		2.10		2.75		3.77		3.29		3.14		3.40		2.69		8.30		3.0855018587				0.170212766		-0.0048780488

		1984		3.40		1.60		4.40		1.20		2.65		4.01		2.95		2.26		3.07		2.60		7.90		3.0384615385				-0.0363636364		-0.0960784314

		1985		2.20		2.10		5.80		1.00		2.78		2.40		2.73		2.62		2.58		2.72		8.00		2.9411764706				0.0471698113		-0.1594360087

		1986		3.20		2.50		2.90		1.00		2.40		4.31		2.53		2.63		3.16		2.18		8.60		3.9449541284				-0.1351351351		0.2219354839

		1987		3.10		2.60		4.10		1.50		2.83		4.01		2.90		3.00		3.30		2.43		8.30		3.4156378601				0.1770833333		0.0464625132

		1988		3.60		2.90		2.60		1.80		2.73		2.81		2.24		2.69		2.58		2.15		8.50		3.9534883721				-0.0353982301		-0.2189707366

		1989		2.60		2.50		2.90		0.60		2.15		3.90		2.16		2.69		2.92		2.41		8.70		3.6099585062				-0.2110091743		0.1304909561

		1990		2.70		2.70		4.90		0.80		2.78		3.53		3.57		2.91		3.34		2.38		9.40		3.9495798319				0.2906976744		0.144

		1991		1.80		3.00		2.60		1.10		2.13		3.79		2.09		3.24		3.04		2.69		9.80		3.6431226766		0		-0.2342342342		-0.0889110889

		1992		3.50		3.30		2.90		1.90		2.90		2.61		3.19		3.49		3.10		2.58		9.30		3.6046511628		0.0537634409		0.3647058824		0.0186403509

		1993		2.90		3.40		3.00		1.70		2.75		2.77		2.98		1.84		2.53		2.19		9.50		4.3378995434		0.0315789474		-0.0517241379		-0.182992465

		1994		3.50		3.20		3.30		0.20		2.55		2.58		2.38		2.44		2.47		2.06		9.00		4.3689320388		0.0888888889		-0.0727272727		-0.0250329381

		1995		4.10		3.90		3.00		0.90		2.98		2.39		2.07		2.19		2.22		2.01		8.20		4.07960199		0.1951219512		0.1666666667		-0.1013513514

		1996		3.60		3.60		3.90		2.20		3.33		3.97		3.14		1.91		3.01		2.14		7.40		3.4579439252		0.3243243243		0.1176470588		0.3563909774

		1997		3.20		2.80		4.80		0.90		2.93		2.73		2.46		2.16		2.45		1.96		6.80		3.4693877551		0.4411764706		-0.1203007519		-0.1851441242

		1998		2.90		2.60		4.10		1.10		2.68		2.90		3.24		2.21		2.78		1.85		6.30		3.4054054054		0.5555555556		-0.0854700855		0.1360544218

		1999		2.00		2.80		2.60		1.60		2.25		2.28		1.28		2.07		1.88		1.77		5.70		3.2203389831		0.7192982456		-0.1588785047		-0.325748503

		2000		1.20		3.10		1.80		0.60		1.68		2.61		2.58		1.96		2.38		1.78		5.50		3.0898876404		0.7818181818		-0.2555555556		0.269982238

		2001		2.30		2.40		3.80		1.10		2.40		2.95		2.70		2.29		2.65		1.78		5.60		3.1460674157		0.75		0.4328358209		0.1104895105

		2002		2.70		2.20		1.80		0.80		1.88		3.12		2.71		2.25		2.69		1.86		5.60		3.0107526882		0.75		-0.21875		0.0176322418

		2003		1.80		2.50		3.30		1.90		2.38		3.70		4.12		2.00		3.27		1.73		5.70		3.2947976879		0.7192982456		0.2666666667		0.2153465347

		Average		2.73		2.96		3.27		1.20		2.54		3.00		2.75		2.35				2.06

																						31,590,917		290,788,976

																						546.52		16,574.97

																								3.2947976879
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				Population1		Pop		Education		Ave. Income		Most Important Employer by Industry		Most Important Industry by GDP3

						/Km2		(High School Diploma or Equivalent 1,2)

		Manitoba		1,119,583		4.4		23%		50,934		1.Health Services		1.Finance

												2.Manufacturing		2.Manufacturing

												3.Retail Trade		3.Health care

		Saskatchewan		978,930		1.5		25%		49,264		1.Agriculture		1.Finance

												2.Health		2.Mining

												3.Retail Trade		3.Agriculture

		Alberta		2,974,807		4.5		25%		60,142		1.Retail Trade		1.Finance

												2.Health		2.Mining

												3.Manufacturing/		3.Manufacturing

												Construction

		Idaho		1,293,953		9.7		28%		50,287		1.Retail Trade		1.Manufacturing

												2.Manufacturing		2.Real Estate

												3.Health Care		3.Health /Construction

		North Dakota,		642,200		5.7		28%		47,765		1.Health		1.Manufacturing

												2.Retail Trade		2.Real Estate

												3.Accommodation and Food Services		3.Finance

		Montana		902,195		3.8		31%		42,969		1.Retail Trade		1.Real Estate

												2.Health		2.Health

												3.Accommodation and Food Services		3.Retail Trade

		Minnesota		4,919,479		35.3		29%		68,100		1.Manufacturing		1.Manufacturing

												2.Health		2.Health

												3.Retail Trade		3.Real Estate/

														Retail Trade

		1.7		1,691,107		3.47		24%		53,447

		1.9		1,939,457		13.63		29%		52,280
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Figure 3:  Homicide Rates in Manitoba,
Saskatchewan, Alberta and Canada
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